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September 19,  2016 

ON LIBRARIES—TO BE VALUED                    www.hildakweisburg.com 

If you read just one thing in the newsletter this week, please select the blog post in the link below from 
Hilda Weisburg. It is a call to action for school librarians to showcase just how much their work matters 
to the school community. Hilda will be here for our Administrator breakfast on May 9th (save the 
date!) and we will have rich discussion about our roles as leaders in our buildings. We owe it to our 

students, to our profession, and to the future to make the role of a school librarian invaluable.  

The libraries, librarians, students and teachers of tomorrow — need you 

NOW . I have been writing for school librarians since 1979.  I have been 

speaking and presenting to them for almost as long. Many would say 

those first years –1980’s and 1990’s – were a golden age for school li-

brarians.  Certainly we weren’t seeing librarians ...more  

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATORS MEETING OPEN TO ALL 

Our first meeting is September 27. All Communications Coordinator meetings are always “open to all” 
and the SLS will cover the subs for anyone who is not a Communications Coordinator. Please be sure to 

register in mylearningplan. 

COORDINATED AUTHOR VISITS 

One of the goals for the Arts & Enrichment programs this year is to assist districts in planning coordi-
nated author and illustrator visits. When several districts host an author, travel expenses can be shared 
reducing the overall cost to each district. Some authors are willing to offer reduced pricing when visits 
are scheduled on consecutive days across districts. Please note: all expenses are the responsibility of 
the participating districts The Arts in Education program does not supply funds, but does allow your 

district to receive state aid back on author fees. 

Please use this simple Google Doc to add any author visits you are planning or use it to contact other 

districts to tag onto their visit to share costs. Contact Will Jones if there are any questions.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1byMnv4ZvUjudlIPvL_fvp0HW-QGltyVZ4cgX8c-6erI/edit?usp=sharing  

ELECTION CENTRAL  

It’s an Election year and PBS Education has created tools, resources and creative solutions to educate 

your students (Grades 2-12) on the various facets of the political process. There’s also a contest for 

students grades 6-12, inviting students to write a letter of 500 words or less, to one of the Presidential 

candidates, about issues important to them.  Here’s the link: http://www.pbseduelectioncentral.com/ 

Please share this information with your teachers.  

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR  

MEETINGS :8:30-3:00 

September 27, 2016 (register) 

January 17, 2017 (register) 

March 14, 2017 (register) 

May 9, 2017 (register)   

COUNCIL MEETINGS: 12:30-3:00 

October 4, 2016 (register) 

November 9, 2016 (register) 

January 11, 2017 (register) 

March 7, 2017 (register) 

May 9, 2017 (register)  

https://hildakweisburg.com/2016/09/12/on-libraries-to-be-valued-and-valuable/
https://hildakweisburg.com/2016/09/12/on-libraries-to-be-valued-and-valuable/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1byMnv4ZvUjudlIPvL_fvp0HW-QGltyVZ4cgX8c-6erI/edit?usp=sharing
http://pbseduelectioncentral.com/50-for-50
http://www.pbseduelectioncentral.com/
http://www.citiboces.org/sls
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123485
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123524
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123527
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123618
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2153787
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123523
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123492
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123499
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2123618
https://hildakweisburg.com/2016/09/12/on-libraries-to-be-valued-and-valuable/
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ELLIS ISLAND IMMIGRANTS’ PHOTOS AVAILABLE AT THE NY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Ellis Island was the gateway for more than 12 million immigrants from 1892-1954. William Sherman, Commissioner of Immigration,  

photographed this rich tapestry of cultures and nationalities who entered sometime between 1902-1913.  

Sherman’s photos were published in National Geographic in 1907, but then for decades hung anonymously in the headquarters of 
the Federal Immigration Service in Manhattan.  The photos were only digitized in 2013 by the New York Public Library and then 

published on their website.  

See for yourself at: http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/ellis-island-melting-pot-immigrant-portraits/?

ftag=ACQ449302a&vndid=1844173883&ttag=cbsn-fb-954&nan_pid=1844173883 

DO ANY OF YOUR TEACHERS USE THE BOOK NIGHT by Elie Wiesel  

Echoes and reflections, Leaders in Holocaust Educations will offer a professional development for 
teachers that will show ways to prepare students to read and understand Elie Wiesel’s Night within the 
larger historical framework of the Holocaust and examine some of the moral and ethical questions 
raised in the memoir?  This is an excellent comprehensive holocaust education program delivering pro-
fessional development and a rich array of resources for middle and high school teachers. Please let 

me know if you have any teachers interested in this and the SLS will arrange for this free opportunity.  

Every participant receives a free Teacher’s Research Guide valued at $100!   

GREATER CNY SCHOOL LIBRARY SYSTEMS CONFERENCE   

Date: October 26.  We are thrilled to be bringing the National Ambassador for Young People's Literature, Gene 

Luen Yang, as the keynote speaker. We also have Bret Foster, Redesigning Learning Spaces expert, as a featured 

speaker. We will also have a wide variety of workshops focused on literacy, inquiry, making, and, of course, rivers 

end bookstore! As always6we will also be hosting a large exhibition display to introduce you to all the newest and best in services 

and products for school librarians and classroom teachers.  Click here for more information. 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK      http://www.ala.org/bbooks/ 

Banned Books week is an annual event celebrating the freedom to read. Typically held 

during the last week of September, it highlights the value of free and open access to in-

formation. Banned Books Week brings together the entire book community; librarians, 

booksellers, publishers, journalists, teachers, and readers of all types, in shared support of 

the freedom to seek and to express ideas, even those some consider unorthodox or un-

popular . 

NYS K-12 KIDS SAFE ONLINE POSTER CONTEST 

The NYS Office of Information Technology Services’ Enterprise Information Security Office is hosting the 

“NYS K-12 Kids Safe Online Poster Contest” this fall in conjunction with “National Cyber Security Aware-

ness Month” activities. Attached is an informational flyer inviting students to participate in the contest which 

may be distributed to all parents, teachers and students in NYS public, private and home-schools. 

This is a great opportunity for teachers to talk to students about being safe while on the Internet and when 

using computers and mobile devices. The contest has four entry categories: Kindergarten – Grade 2, 

Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8 and Grades 9-12. New York State winners will be displayed in the 2018 NYS 

Kids Safe Online Calendar and entered into the MS-ISAC National Computer Security Poster Contest which 

is held in the spring.  

The “NYS K-12 Kids Safe Online Poster Contest” information web page is  http://its.ny.gov/2016-2017-kids-safe-online-nys-poster-

contest. Questions regarding the contest may be submitted to cyber.outreach@its.ny.gov. 
Don’t miss out! The Contest entry deadline is November 30, 2016.For further information on Cyber Security Awareness Month, please 

visit https://www.its.ny.gov/NCSAM16 

http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/ellis-island-melting-pot-immigrant-portraits/?ftag=ACQ449302a&vndid=1844173883&ttag=cbsn-fb-954&nan_pid=1844173883
http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/ellis-island-melting-pot-immigrant-portraits/?ftag=ACQ449302a&vndid=1844173883&ttag=cbsn-fb-954&nan_pid=1844173883
http://files.ocmboces.org/event/SLSconference/conference_sls.html
http://www.ala.org/bbooks/
http://its.ny.gov/2016-2017-kids-safe-online-nys-poster-contest
http://its.ny.gov/2016-2017-kids-safe-online-nys-poster-contest
mailto:cyber.outreach@its.ny.gov
https://www.its.ny.gov/NCSAM16
http://www.ala.org/bbooks/
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NYLA-SSL-AASL WORKSHOP: ESSA'S IMPACT ON NYS SCHOOL LIBRARIANS ! 

When: Saturday, Oct 1st, 1-4 pm 

Where: NYLA offices 6-21 State Farm Road, Guilderland, NY 

Sponsored by: 
American Association of School Librarians (AASL) 
New York Library Association 

NYLA Section of School Librarians 

AASL, along with ALA’s Office for Library Advocacy (OLA), will provide a comprehensive workshop on ESSA*, building off of the two 
sessions presented at ALA Annual. The content will include: 

1. a section from ALA’s Washington Office, giving the most current information on developments at the Federal Level 

2. recommendations of what you can see at the state level 

3. working through the sections of ESSA that can be directly linked to the school librarian/library program 

4. connecting ESSA language to school librarian’s role 

5. hands on small group work in identifying stakeholders, building coalitions, message crafting and elevator speech development 

 
This session is available FREE of charge, but pre-registration is required. NYLA Membership is NOT required. 
 
CLICK HERE to register. 

* Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) -AASL's Vision for Implementing ESSA 

Web Stream 
While in-person attendance is preferable, there is the opportunity to web stream this workshop. 

To register for the web stream of this program, click here. 

View these details online –click here 

A LITTLE INSPIRATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ala.org/aasl/
https://www.nyla.org/ssl
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/events/Register.html?Action=Register&ConfID_W=258
http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/aaslissues/esea/AASL_ESSA_Vision.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1690347771910811137
http://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=1983&MenuKey=ssl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IocLkk3aYlk

